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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 234220 
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TAGS: PDIP, PINT, SHUM, HA 

SUBJECT: HAITIAN RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS: CALL 
ON PRESIDENT DUVALIER 

REF: (A) PORT AU PRINCE 3590; (B) PORT AU PRINCE 3587 

1 . THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS DUVALIER'S AMNESTY OF 
104 POLITICAL PRISONERS - COMPRISING MOST OR 
PERHAPS ALL OF THE REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS 
IN HAITI - AN IMPORTANT ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE 
HAITIAN GOVERNMENT AND FOR OUR HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY. WE THINK THIS ACT MERITS SOME 
RECOGNITION BY THE U.S. 

2. UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OBJECTIONS, YOU SHOULD 
REQUEST AN EARLY APPOINTMENT WITH DUVALIER TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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COMMEND PRISONER RELEASE. YOU MAY ALSO TAKE 
THE OCCASION TO INFORM DUVALIER OF ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY TODMAN S PLANS TO VISIT HAITI, IF 
CONVENIENT FOR THE GOH (SEPTEL). IN THE 
MEETING YOU MAY: 

- EXPRESS THE USG’S GRATIFICATION AND 
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ENCOURAGEMENT AT HIS IMPORTANT ACTION. 

- COMMEND HAITI'S SIGNATURE OF THE AMERICAN 
CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN WASHINGTON 
SEPTEMBER 27, WHICH WE ALSO CONSIDER A MOST 
IMPORTANT ACTION. 

- EXPRESS OUR HOPE THAT THE GOH CAN, AS A 
FURTHER HUMANITARIAN GESTURE, RESPOND ON A 
CASE-BY-CASE BASIS TO INQUIRIES FROM FAMILIES 
OF PRISONERS WHO MAY HAVE DIED IN PRISON. 

- STRESS THAT WE VALUE OUR CLOSE AND FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH HAITI AND LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUING 
TO WORK WITH THE GOH IN PROMOTING OUR SHARED CONCERN 
FOR THE ALLEVIATION OF POVERTY, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, AND THE ENHANCED OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN ALL THE NATIONS OF OUR HEMISPHERE. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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